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Presentation overview

• About BGCI and its networking roles
• Introduction to the European Botanic 

Gardens Consortium
• Consortium activities
• BGCI databases and support to the 

Consortium



About BGCI

• Worldwide botanic garden networking 
organisation

• Established in 1987
• HQ at RBG, Kew, UK
• Offices in USA, Singapore, China
• Associate offices – Netherlands, Russia, 

Canary Islands, Germany, Colombia 



About BGCI

• Membership services 
• Network Support
• Information
• Databases
• Training
• Education
• On-the-ground conservation
• Conferences



About BGCI

• Network support:
• Global Partnership for Plant Conservation
• European Botanic Gardens Consortium
• Southeast Asia Botanic Gardens Network
• East Asia Botanic Gardens Network
• African Botanic Gardens Network

• Secretariat, meetings, workshops, 
publications …(as resources allow)



European Botanic Gardens Consortium

• 800+ botanic gardens in Europe
• Linked at national level in national 

networks
• Representatives of national networks 

make up the European Consortium
• Established in 1994
• All EU countries, plus Croatia, Iceland, 

Norway and Switzerland as observers.
• Total of 27 countries and 4 observers



European Botanic Gardens Consortium

• Consortium meets twice per 
year

• Meetings hosted by member 
countries

• Costs shared between host 
(accommodation and meals) 
and participants (travel).

• Working language – English
• Secretariat and support – 

BGCI and IABG



European Botanic Gardens Consortium

• Representatives and alternates nominated by 
national networks

• Term of office - 3 years 
• Membership can be renewed if agreed by 

national network - no limit to number of terms
• Representative provides national report at each 

meeting
• Reports back to national network 
• Disseminates information about the Consortium 

and its activities
• Promotes Consortium activities at national level
• Communicates regularly with Consortium 

members



European Botanic Gardens Consortium

Activities include:
• European Action Plan for Botanic Gardens in 

the European Union 



European Botanic Gardens Consortium

• International Plant Exchange Network (IPEN)
• Facilitate seed exchange between gardens
• Non-commercial use 
• In the framework of the Access and Benefit Sharing 

(ABS) provisions of the CBD
• Code of Conduct for acquisition, maintenance and 

supply of plant material
• Accessions have IPEN number – records country of 

origin and acts as unique identifier
• 123 botanic gardens and arboreta from 16 countries 



European Botanic Gardens Consortium

• Sharing information and policy on 
potentially invasive plants in botanic 
gardens
• Lists of known or potentially invasive plants 

compiled
• Emerging problems identified
• Fosters vigilance in botanic gardens
• Ensures responsible pro-active policies
• Checklist has over 600 taxa – available on 

www.plantnetwork.org/aliens/

http://www.plantnetwork.org/aliens/


European Botanic Gardens Consortium

• Pan-European seed-list search system
• Use of a code word to link all on-line indices 

seminum produced by European botanic 
gardens

• Easy internet searches
• No central database or compilation required
• Open to any garden
• No registration or membership costs

ebgconsortiumindexseminum2009



European Botanic Gardens Consortium

• EuroGard congresses
• Organised every three years
• Hosted by Consortium member country
• Acts as general meeting of the Consortium - activities, 

priorities, aims and objectives may be reviewed
• Congress resolutions inform and advise the Consortium

June 8 - 12 2009 in Helsinki, Finland



BGCI databases as a tool for networking

• GardenSearch
• Database of botanic gardens around the 

world - 2,665 records to date
• PlantSearch

• Database of plants in cultivation in botanic 
gardens worldwide

• 257 European gardens included
• Over 400,000 records, relating to 124,000 

taxa



GardenSearch

• Gateway to the world’s botanic gardens
• Basic information about the garden and link to 

website
• Web presence for smaller gardens
• Directory of information on skills / expertise 

available in botanic gardens 







PlantSearch

• List of plants in cultivation
• Linked to 

• IUCN Red Lists 
• National Red Lists
• Medicinal plants
• Crop Wild Relatives
• Alpine species
• Tropicos
• IPNI
• ‘Plants of the world’ bibliography



PlantSearch

• All records linked to garden record
• But link is not made public
• Public interface shows number of 

gardens per plant record, but not which 
gardens

• Data remains anonymous
• ‘Blind’ email option
• Tool for measuring progress towards 

GSPC Target 8.

















Conclusions

• European Botanic Gardens Consortium 
facilitates information flow and 
networking between European gardens

• BGCI provides support and tools 

• We look forward to greater collaboration 
with Italian botanic gardens



Thank you!
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